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AL TAYLOR ELECTED FC-25 FOR 2010

Although the October
Flotilla 25 meeting had to
be delayed until the 10th in
order to get a bare quorum,
elections have now been
held and Al Taylor was
unanimously elected Flotilla
Commander for 2010.
Suzanne Fullmer was unani-
mously elected as Vice Flo-
tilla Commander.

Al is an experienced Auxil-
iary leader who has been
active with Flotilla 25 for
about the last two years. Al
is qualified as a PWC opera-
tor and should soon be a
PWC Qualification Exam-
iner. He completed numer-
ous PWC patrols on both
Elephant Butte and Caballo
Lakes this past summer. Al
is also a qualified Vessel

FC-Elect Al Taylor

Examiner, and completed
over fifty exams so far this
year. Should the Flotilla
qualify for the Silver Oar
award for 2009, it will be in
a large part due to Al’s mis-
sion contributions.
Although Flotilla 25 has
contributed a lot toward the
Auxiliary’s boating safety

mission in the Elephant
Butte area, its membership
has not grown, and recruit-
ment will be a major task
for 2010. This will be made
more difficult since only
one of the Flotilla’s current
members resides in Ele-
phant Butte. Al himself
resides in Hobbs, NM -
which is no small commute.

Al will be attending the
Flotilla Leadership Academy
in Albuquerque this week-
end, which will be led by
CAPT Montgomery, and
hopefully will get tools that
will assist him as FCduring
the year.

All 25 members need to
commit to fully supporting
Al this next year.

Meeting Notice

The next regular meeting of
Flotilla 25 will be held on Sat-
urday, November 7, 2009 at
Hodges Restaurant in Elephant
Butte, NM.

There will be a social starting
at 1700 hours with dinner
available from the menu. The
meeting will start at 1800
hours.

Uniform is tropical blue long,
or appropriate civilian attire.

Guests are more than welcome.
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BILL WALTHERS

PASSES OVER THE BAR

On October 18th, long-
time Auxiliary member
Bill Walthers passed
away at age 88.

Before his retirement
from the Auxiliary about
four years ago, Bill was a
member of Flotilla 24 in
Albuquerque. He was a
resident of Rio Rancho.

During his tenure with
the Auxiliary, Bill con-
sistently contributed to

its mission as a cox-
swain, instructor, and
vessel
leadership contributions
included terms as Flotilla
Commander, Vice Divi-
sion Captain, and Divi-
sion Captain. Even after
his retirement, Bill con-
tinued to participate in
Flotilla and Division
events.

Bill, an Air Force vet-

eran, is survived by his
wife of 66 years, Gerry

e X a miWalthers. The couple

had 10 children, 36
grandchildren, and 21
great-grandchildren.

Our heartfelt sympa-
thies are extended to
Bill 6s f ami
thanks for his substantial
contributions to the U.S.
Coast Guard Auxiliary.
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AUXILIARY CELL PHONE RESTRICTIONS

Anyone who reads the
news now and then will be
aware of the growing na-
tional concern over the use
of cell phones, and particu-
larly texting, while driv-
ing. Some states have al-
ready passed laws restrict-
ing cell phone use while
driving, and many others
are considering such legis-
lation.

Although some may dis-
agree, talking on a cell
phone, and particularly
texting, greatly distracts

drivers and is believed to
be a significant cause for
many accidents.
Recognizing this concern,
the U.S. Coast Guard re-
cently issued a directive to
its members (uniform and
civilian) prohibiting tex-
ting while driving when on
duty. Subsequently,
CAPT Montgomery sent
out a notice to the mem-
bership confirming that
this prohibition also ap-
plies to Auxiliarists. This
would include while driv-

ing your own vehicle on
the way to conduct a mis-
sion (patrol, VE, etc.) - but
not when driving to a Flo-
tilla meeting.

All Auxiliary members
should fully comply with
this directive. Should you
fail to do so, and you are
in an accident, you risk
losing any injury or other
liability coverage by the

Coast Guard.
Of cour s e,
meditds t he

mies that endanger us.

i
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CHRISTMAS DINNER AT THE BUTTE

Per haps
for the Christmas graphics.
However,
to do some holiday plan-
ning.

Each year, Flotilla 25 has
conducted a Christmas

i t 6 thoughtdt & goad iolea.

Flotilla meeting, and all

The plan would be to
hold the event at Hodges
Restaurant in Elephant
Butte on Saturday, Decem-

i t 6 dtwas didcussed it theelaste airdny atti r e

and family and friends

e a wdlcgme. We have asked

Flotilla 21 to participate
(the more the merrier), and
Bill Lockhart will get back
to us. If enough plan to

w

dinner in concert with its ber 5th. It would start at attend, weol
regular December meeting. the usual 5:00 PM. Civil- you and confirm.
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EPIRB/DSC REGISTRATION

If you have an opera-
tional vessel accepted by
DIRAUX and eligible for
patrol orders, you were
issued a McMurdo 406
EPIRB. You are required
to carry the device on
board when on patrol.

The EPIRB is, however,
of no value unless it has
been registered with
NOAA. Hopefully, you
did so when you received
itdo following the instruc-
tions that came with the
device. You need to be
aware also that this regis-
tration must be renewed
every two years.

If you did not register, or
need to renew, it can easily
be done on-line at beacon-

registration.noaa.gov. Be
sure you have the EPIRB
handy when you go on
line. The ID number can
be located by removing the
battery
head screwdriver). Just
complete the required info
on the registration form
and submit.
confirmation e-mail, and
subsequent letter with a
decal to affix on your ves-
sel. If you have questions,
please contact your Ops
Officer.

Although not presently
required, new VHF radios
are now equipped with
Digital Select Calling
(DSC) capability. This
feature will allow you to

(you

issue a Mayday call by
activating the DSC button.
It also allows you to re-
ceive DSC calls from other
vessels within the area.
Should you purchase a
new VHF radio, you will
also need to register it,
providing much the same
information as for the
EPIRB. In this case, you
register with BoatUS
(www.boatus.com) to get a
MMSI numberd which
you then enter into the ra-
dio. Be careful though,
you only get two triesd
failing which you have to
send the radio back to the
manufacturer get it reset.
Again, refer questions to
your Ops Officer.

MEMBER RECOGNITIONS

Congratulations to Flo-
tilla 25 members Al Taylor
and Colleen Elliott who
recently received awards.

Colleen received the
Coast Guard Sustained
Auxiliary Service Award

for superior performance
of dutyfrom 1 July 2008 to
1 July 2009. This is the
7th time Colleen has re-
ceived this award
(aggregating 5,250 re-
ported hours contributed).

Al received the Coast
Guardoés Auxi l
Exam/Program Visitor
Annual Service Perform-
ance Awardwhich was
dated 1 July 2009.

Well done!

BITS NO IFES

Members are asked to get
their unsubmitted mission
reports for 2009 to there is
Officer no later than 1 De-
cember.

Any member who still
needs to get annual main-
tenance requirements com-
pleted for a qualification,
the deadline is December
31st. Contact your IS Of-

ficer if you are not sure
about your standing, and
contact your FC if you
need help completing a
requirement.

Fl otill a
will be on November 11th.
The meeting will be fol-
lowed by member training
on Sexual Harassment
(required each year).

Cassie, you were one of a
kind and will be very
much missed.

When the Pledge of Alle-
giance is recited, Auxil-

2 1 dciaristin uniform may ei- i

ther silently stand at atten-
tion or say the pledge with
their hand over their heart
(theydre real
on this one!).

beat.
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From the Helm

by Bob Elliott, Flotilla Commander

It was touch and go for a while, but
we finally were able to conduct elec-
tions for Flotilla Commander and Vice
Flotilla Commander for 2010. I'm
extremely pleased that Al Taylor
agreed to accept the FC position and
was unanimously elected. Ibelieve
Suzanne Fullmer’s election to continue
as VFC will also serve the Flotilla well.

Subsequent to the election, Al and
the Flotilla members had an opportu-
nity to talk about the upcoming year.
One situation that was discussed was
the fact that all but one of our mem-
bers currently reside outside of Ele-
phant Butte. This makes it difficult to
for members to attend regular monthly
Flotilla meetings. A change that is
under consideration is changing from

o2 .

monthly meetings to perhaps
quarterly meetings. The Flotilla
seldom has business at its meeting
that requires a quorum vote of the
membership. Further, the three

holiday weekends usually occur
about the first of the month, and
tend to bring the active members to
the Butte for operational support
on the lakes. However, these ac-
tivities often conflict with meeting
times, and have been resulting in
meeting cancellations. We do
have some training requirements
such as TCT and other workshops,
and it would be good if we could
schedule meetings to coincide with

t hese activities|

bers to give some thought to mak-
ing such a change; and to be pre-
pared to make recommendations at
the first meeting in 2010.

I hope you all have a fun Hallow-
een and a great Thanksgiving.
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